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Chapter 1: Introduction

Purpose

The purpose of the Community Health Assessment (CHA)/Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) is to learn about
the health of the population, identify contributing factors to higher health risks or poorer health outcomes, and
determine what assets and resources are available to improve the population health status.

Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnerships (MAPP)

MAPP is a community-wide strategic planning tool for improving public health. More than the absence of iliness, health
is a dynamic state of complete physical, mental, spiritual and social well-being. Such a broad definition of health requires
a collective effort. Following the MAPP method helps communities prioritize public health issues, identify resources for
addressing them, and take action. The ultimate goal of MAPP is reaching toward optimal community health, a
community where residents are healthy, safe, and have a high quality of life.

Collaborative Process for Sharing and Analyzing Data

This CHA/CHNA was developed through a collaborative process of collecting and analyzing data, involving many sectors
of the community (local government, for-profits, non-profits, community foundations, health care providers, academia,
and human service agencies); and ensuring representation of populations that are at higher health risk or have poorer
health outcomes. All of these partners have committed to using the assessment, in which they have highlighted areas
for improvement, identified resources, and set the stage to adopt priorities and policies and develop plans to address
community health outcomes.

List of CHA/CHNA Stakeholders

Name Agency

Marie Dunsten Bridges Community Action

Diane Ulrich Chamber of Commerce

Pat Closser City of London

Dan Kaffenbarger Educational Services Center
Jenn Coleman Family and Children First Council
Lori Dodge-Dorsey | Job and Family Services

Stephen  Rath London First United Methodist Church
Amanda  Hampton Madison County Prevention
Chris Cook Madison County Public Health
Darcie Scott Madison County Public Health
Erin Fawley Madison County Public Health
Lauren Robinson* Madison County Public Health
Allison Wenger* Madison Health

Cindy Holland Madison Health

Cindy Gross Madison Health

Cindy Stout Madison Health

Danielle  Sanders Madison Health

Curt Gillispe Mental Health

Brianna Wilson Mental Health & Recovery Board
Greta Mayer Mental Health & Recovery Board
Tracy Stute Mental Health & Recovery Board
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Name Agency

Deetra Huntington The Ohio State University Extension
Mary Griffith The Ohio State University Extension
Modupe  Durojaiye Rocking Horse Center

Kelly Sparks Sheriff's Office

J'Nell Buehl Sisters Elderly Care of London

Levin Hutson Township Trustee

Kerry Pedraza United Way

Carol Murray Wright State University

Jane Dockery Wright State University

*These stakeholders represented women during pregnancy, which is a population at higher health risk in Madison County

Data and Information Sources Contributing to the Assessment

Sources of data for this report include the Ohio Department of Health, Ohio Department of Job and Family Services, the
Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the Bureau of the Census’ American Community Survey, the Ohio
Department of Public Safety, the Ohio Development Services Agency, the Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services,
the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, the Health Resources and Services Association, the USDA Economic
Research Service, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

Report Structure

This report illustrates the key health issues faced by County residents along with relevant health disparities affecting
community health. Data in this report are organized into topical areas, which can be located by referring to the table of
contents. The structure of this report includes: this introduction and description of the process; a demographic
discussion of the population; an analysis of the Social Determinants of Health; a community health status report based
on four of the Foundational Public Health Areas (Communicable Disease, Chronic Disease, Maternal & Child Health and
Access to Care); summaries of focus group sessions; and a summary of the key findings and conclusions. This report
compiles primary (newly collected data) and secondary (existing) data to paint a detailed picture of the County and
compares the area’s status to state and national data where possible, drawing out critical areas of concern.

Vision and Values Statements

Madison County stakeholders developed vision and value statements during two stakeholder meetings, with a
stakeholder subcommittee finalizing the statements after the meetings. This guiding image of a healthy Madison County
is supported by value statements that define what is important to this community as it carries out this public health
vision.
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A Vision for an Involved, Safe, and Healthy Community

Our vision for creating a healthy community starts with a county-wide network of
partners all working together to provide high-quality, affordable services for all

residents that are easy to access.

A Community Value System to Improve Health

Safe: support a safe environment for people to live, work, and play.

Fair: promote and provide services and resources in a straightforward and non-

judgmental way that makes all feel welcome and valued.

Flexible: recognize the different paths people take towards better health and work

to provide innovative programs.

Accessible: reduce barriers to achieving better health caused by differences in

income, education, race, ethnicity, and transportation.

Involved: encourage residents, community agencies, businesses, and faith-based
organizations to be involved in improving community health.

Definition of the Community Served

Madison County lies between Springfield and
Columbus, and more than 37% of its working
population drives 30+ minutes to work. Both I-70
and I-71 go through Madison County. Madison
County is primarily a rural county, with over 93% of
its land area being cropland, pasture, and forest.
About 6% of its land cover is considered to be
developed.

Madison County’s total population is 44,413. Its
largest community and singular city is London with
10,271 residents (2018 estimate). West Jefferson
Village has a population of about 4,411 while Plain
City has a population of 3,582. Outside of those
three jurisdictions, most of the population is
distributed